
After Jesus died on the cross, the disciples were confused by the way things
had turned out. They were discouraged and had lost hope. Two men were
walking on the Road to Emmaus when Jesus joined them. The men didn't
realize it was Jesus until later that night when they were having dinner with
him and Jesus broke bread with them. The men found out that God had a
bigger story.  
Jesus helped them to connect the dots to see the bigger story.  They were
so focused on the fact that Jesus had died that they couldn’t see what God
was doing through and because of it. 
Sometimes we do this too when bad things have happened. We lose hope
and stop believing that something good can come out of something
bad. But when we remember John 16:33b (“In this world you will have
trouble. But be encouraged! I have won the battle over the world.” ), we’re
not so caught off guard when things go wrong and we are more able to see
what God might be up to and believe that He wants what is best for us.
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Was it hard trying to guess what the picture was? 
When you don’t have all the pieces, it’s REALLY hard to know what the big picture is.
The same is true in our lives. We may not be able to see or know wha is going to
happen in our lives. Sometimes good things happen, and other times bad things
happen.
God knows what the big picture is for our lives. He holds the end result and can see
the box with the image on it. Yet, He only gives us the puzzle a piece at a time. So we
just have to trust Him, and let Him guide us through as we figure out how everything
fits and falls into place. When we truly trust the puzzle designer (God) and place our
lives in His hands, we can have hope knowing that in the end things will work, even if
not as we expect. 
The best we can do is live one day at a time and let God be in control.

WHAT YOU DO

WHAT YOU SAY

PRAY
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Bibles, jigsaw puzzle

Read Matthew 6:25-27. 
 
Give your kids 2 or 3 pieces of the puzzle and have them try to put it together. (Give
them pieces that won’t give away the bigger picture.) Have them try to guess what
the picture is using only the 2 or 3 puzzle pieces you gave them. After a while if they
can’t guess what it is, give them all the puzzle pieces and complete it as a family.

Heavenly Father, thank You for giving us hope. Help us trust You and remember that
we have no reason to be afraid because you have a bigger story for us, and it is good!
Amen.
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MEMORY VERSE

In this world you will have trouble. But be encouraged! 
I have won the battle over the world.
 
John 16:33b

Memorize the verse. Then fill your mouth up with water and
try to recite the verse without spitting any water out. If you
have more then one participant, have a contest to see who
can say the verse the fastest without spitting any water out.
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